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Providing the Momentum to
Reach New Heights and
Empower Success

Breaktl ]
to Nurs
Timeline

NSNAS interest in recruiting nursing students
into the profession began in 1954, when the .S,
was faced with a critical nursing shortage. NSNA
established a committee to recruit students

into nursing. By 19964, the NSNA Nursing
Recruitment Committee held a meeting that
marked the beginning of a nationwide project
that would eventually be named, “Breakthrough
to Nursing

The following pages present a chronology of

evolution of the NSNA Breakthrough to Nursing
(BTN) Project. Readers are encouraged to review
the history of racial discrimination and the Civi
Rights Movement in the United States.
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BRARTHROUGH [0 NURSING

By Diane
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The 1%3s were a
time of hope and
rage in the United
Seanes. This was also
1 time of revelations,
revol urions, and
regrers. Wichin a e
e SpaAn, AmMCricans
:-\.[uq_f;_'.lr.'d 10 Same

o terms with the
assrssinations of theee
nmational leaders. On
Movember 22, 1963,
John Fitzgerald

. Mandino

Hl.-mll:ri].'. 45, president af the
Lnioed Seares and architeet of

the Mew Fromtier, was killed |::-:l.'

a bullet fired from a |'||.|i|-:1i|1l:
abong the president’s
parade route in
Daallas, TX. On Apnl
d, 1958, Reverend
D Martin Luther
King Jr., 39, Bather
of nomviolence in
the American il
rights movemnent, was
struck by 3 bulles

as he stood on the
halcomy of 2 motel in
Memphis, TH. Then,
o June 5, 15968,
Senaror Robert E
Kennedy, 42, while
thanking supporers
for his fory in

the Califormia
plt‘widuu[i.d prirmary,
wias shot in the hesd
ar the Ambassador
Hoed in Los ."'||1L':-'_'||.'.-..

CA, and died the nea :La_'.'.

T main issues defined this
decade: dhe war in Vietnam and
civil rights. These two isucs
contributed to an ideologcal
shism that separated the
American people and o a conflict
of generations for American
college and university students
Perhaps due oo restrictive

nursing school policies, numing
studenits did not become visihly
engaged in the anti-Vietnam War
movemnent. However, the civil
rights movement presented unique
challenges and opportunities for
nursing student involvemene
L|'||l.:-ui_'_|'| MaMNAL

PSEA,
carablished
im 1952,

was a thriving and vital

e ]

organization by 1960, Student
leadiers were mentored and guided
by the top echelon of the American

M Association [AMNA) and

o
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Mational League for Mu ring
[N ||.'.;.-:k'n|1'||.1. '[11|.'_'.' had a
sound organisatioenal stmectume, a
COMPEEENE staff, headquarters,
equipment, and faculty support,
They were cager, idealistic, and
curicas. The transkent natun

and time limitations of being a
full-time soedent required quick
learning so thar goals could be
miet in & short pened of dme, This
transient membership, however
swift, permitted nursing students
to create a meaningful communicy
of student leaders. NSMNA saff and
advisors provided the continuicy
needod o sustain projects, The
oppormnicy for NSRA © male

a hil‘.l]iﬁl’. ANE IMPSECT on Nursing
education IJlI.r.III't'_ this decade was
Ilr||.'l.'|:lil."i.'|L'lJ in the hihll.:-l:n-' of the
|.'II:H'|-I.'.‘\-'|EI'EIII.

It 10, there were 118,849
nursang stucents chrclled in 1,137
nursing programs, and 50,000
|1-|.'|-.:-||g14.'-|.| oo [NEMAL By the end
af the decade, there wepe 1,343
nurang schools, 164,545 nursing
studenies enmalbed, and 59, 149
MEMNA members, In 192, duecs

were rabsed from 11Fr_\' Comibs o one

dollar: in 19467, they were radsed
o pwver ddollars: and in 1969, o
five dollars. Human and financial
resourees were avallable oo conduct
business and act on impontant

ISR,

MEMA was well-positioned o be in
the vanguard of the coming surge
of social consciowsness among

the numsing student population

By the mid-1960s, MENA had
become dwpl}' invidved in social
issues, and in 1971, the association
received funding from the Division
of Mursing, National Institures

of Health, and the United States
Deparcment of Health, Educarion,
and Welfare, for the Breakchrough

o Mursing Projoct.

MEMAS incerest in recruiting
numsing students inm the profession
began long before this federal
support. In 1954, the numsing
E:-HlFl.'\*.i-:-n wis Faced with a erivical
"'I'"”"-'if'-'- MSMNA |l.'.-.|.1~.:-|14.'||.'-:i :'-_'.'
establishing a “Committee on
Carcers” and appointing an MNaMNA
represeniative o serve on the NLN
Commities on Camcers. MNSMA

had 2 valuable resurce oo offer the
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committee student contcts at state
and districe levels of the asociation.
[t was fele thae soudent nurses,
being close in ape o those they
wene targeting, could be cffeetive
recruiters, Hundreds of Fumre
Murse Clubs, such as " Daughers
af Florence M ightingale,” “The

Clara Barton League,” "Future

White Caps,
Tomormow, to name a few, had
been established in secondary
schools throughout the country:
MSMNA members would prove o
b valuakble in Tq'.,'rq,'l'liu_l_" thiese '|5.|_._|||-|
school and junior high school
students,

and “Mursettes of

With dhe passage of Brenm .
Bovrd of Edveantion of Tapeds, Kirnsas,
im 1954, BRI educarors as well as
the public became acurcly aware

of effores w integrate schools,
cspecially in the du.l.: south, where
it was met with fierce opposition.
This Supreme Couwrt r|.||i|1r_

i ||i-:l|l!|.'|:| the 1896 decision

||:| J |-I"'.'\-'|- (=8 ||I'I"rl[‘.'|'JlI:|.||' IJE:IIZIIIII'_*II'I"'

= |.1.|r..l.-'. :'lllf i.'qLI.I.I r.:a :II:I|.I|.'.‘|.

Scparate schesols for blacks and
whites were now unconstinational.

I October 19560, the MWLM
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commitos l|'Ir.'_|_'__:.r| .-il.IlZl.II.'\".iHl’_ s
related 1o mew .~.l.|i.1|.l|in |l|-||l.||'~i:|1'_
students and mised the question,
“What limitations, bawed on fuctors
such & marmiage, age, sox, and
racial orgin, should scheols be
encourged o modify or emove?”

H.':-:P‘:."'l ||,,'.i.{||. =
realired that
they noeded
1o address the
many harricrs
thar prevented
qualifed
students from
enrering and
i:_l-.‘a-;.‘ll.l-.‘.[il'l;_:
from M rsing
school. In
sddition o academic standing,
sdmission policics were restricred
hased om I|1:|:|i;lt-.'. T, i'_l.'hIJL'I.

and rxee. In 1950, the pereciiage
of monwhie nuses w the wel
murse population was reporeed as
3.5% by the Burcau of the Census.
Ad mission of blacks wo nurEing
whoaols was 3.2% in 1960, and in
the Bl of 192, 82% of schools
reported that they had a policy o
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admit students regardles of rce.
A -.l.|r'.'-'.'_'.'n'.'-il:||.-:i|.|-: ted |1:.' the MLIM
in 153 reported that the numbser
of black studenes admivted invo all
amed

diploma programs constiouted 3%

asscrciate degree, baccalauncace,

of the total numbser of studenes
admitted to the schools ponting,
and that the percentage of those

actually enmolled was 2 7%. Almeost

5200 of the blacks admited oo nurs-
ing schools cited in this study wen
sdmuitted to E:""-"-'I' :-|1'|:|1.11|\'|:.' black:
programs. The number of blacks
admitted to nusing programs was
lower im 1960 than it had been in
1950, even though their population
had increased. The closing of many
predominately black numsing pro-
grams resulted in limiting the acoess
af blacks w |.=-Il.'-r;'."-*~ill:|t.?|| nUrsing.

By 19463, the NANA Committee
on Cancers had fostened the
developanent of stare and local
invalvement in reeruitment. The
meed For nuwrses continued oo
rise, and i 1961, the military
pressed nurse volunteers to serve
in the armed forcss in PCRpnse £o

Communist tensions in Cuha and
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Berdin. In a repeort entitled, ™ Tarwrd
Cheaelity ive Norryiong: Meewls and
Croals, " published by the Surgeon
Creneral’s Conanltane G W O
i“'\:unill_::_ i 19463, 1t was estmated
that "_-_'|r.1|_'|l;|.1|;1n.'\-n~c Fresmy schonls of
professional nursing must increase
|'|:.' T50% o @ getal af 53, (D Per year
o meet minimal puh bor 19570,
Omne hifth of all professional nursing
positions were vacant in 1962, 58%
of nurse educators lacked graduane
degrees, and 11 % of budgened
Faculey vacancics were unfilled

A special report of the 1904-1965
MNEMA Mursing Recruioment
Commites announced thar the
commirtee would implement
sorme of the recommendations in
the Surgeon Creneral’s report. The
P stated that, "Restrictions

o admission of eertain EIOUpPs 10
nASFsing scheols resulde in serious loss
tir the |.1:r\-:'-h'r.x-~i||1:|. Men, marricd
wamen, older women, and
membens of certain rcial ETUps,
particularly blacks, an rot II.':|.|:II:|.|:|

by all schools.”

Committee determined chat

The Bocruitment

rermoval of restriictions in admision
pedicies meeded o be combined

1986
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Wk il|1 iEcTsive reeruitment \'.'ﬂ-ilri:‘-.
Apee i!|-|.-'.':|||:.' i i fed porwsard these

1;1(1IJE:IL'\|.

.".f[i'::ll'l'\-\. |.1|'i.-|'r| AL
EI'lI.' NI ™ I."||'|1'.H.'r
IS n1n'|:ir|t_:
of the MSMA
Hllr!ﬁi'lié;
Recrusiment
Comn rmibies
;Iulli_:u_*d

the course

of MAITEING TECTUitment., This
mweting marked dhe beginning

of a natonwide project that

would evenoually be laibeled,
“Breakthrough o Mursing,” Fresh
on the heels of the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, signed
by President Johnson in July,

the N5MNA Mursing Recruitment
Commirtee developed a comprehen-
sive plan o address dhe recruitment
of minorites into the profession.
1‘-‘;‘;.” ki I:IL'. [ = I' “'.I:u '|"¢'i |II fhi.' Nﬁ ""il "|
E\.:ﬁ.lld '::II- I_-:Ii.IL'\'. 0] flﬂ. ':_-.:-IILrn'IlI.-l.‘i.'

LhTh] H.LT.IIJi.lhK'rIl IJ'IL'lJ."L'I:I. A

resolurion oo |1riI|-h: hefore the
15605 MAMNA House lrr|_'|'-'.'||.'i_1.'|l:-r.'-

fcx II1.Il:|.' maince il:'-' o IJi.| meid a

natknal pr\-.:-in.'t. The F||||;M'i:r5:
resolution was F-.l.'-.-.ﬂi by the Houwse
of Delesres on May 2, 1965;

Terelare be it resolived Bt tihe
MNarranal Seredent Voo Alocociorren,
frra I'Fn-.lll"ﬂ'.‘r'.':, FF renreTiian
dsenrlrled ... adape i its national
prwjectz 1) fnvaluing noosing

:-.'_-'w'q-i_.'n- i innpreiing the position of
disadiataged grosps i socivty; 2)
lrf":'.l'.-l-r Fi ,.|r| flll-ﬂ |.:-r:|‘~|'1.'r .'J.'.e-.lH.ere-.l'.
I::'.‘r-"-."r'.-"n:-] .-.|'.lr-'.|'.u|'.'":'.' -'J.l:l:l.-'.ln:u,; .-.I.'u'.'rr'r.-.l'.-
_|"':|:-'.'-'.l .-."J"-.-u'-'!':"..l-'.l.'u'_:z:'-'." Erotife i e

Jé ek {' -_III' .n'.lr'\-:' elvdde TN ] -|'r.--'." 1)

e l'|'.'|i|'.l'-'r.:1-' re T -::'."..I'n"-'r'.':'.:_;:'-:lr.lln'i':-

ritfe Jn']n'“-'.l-:',:.

The 194655 - 1 Sy PSMA Hurhi:n_u
Reeruitment Commitios was
rn1p-c'-1.-.'-.'n~c| with the task of
'ir|1]:l|r|1u'r|1in!: the resaluton. With
:;uh:l.:rl-:c froim Frank 51.=|||E_!.-'.
T\'I.'I.1:II."\.-I.'II|iI1|__' the Uekan |.r.'.at1u|.'-
and D F.IIlT.:ll:I-EII'I (".arlmi;in'. =1
hlagk 1'||_|nin:_- leader, the commuitiee
devels :-E:-;d '\I;T.i.l:\q,':_"il,"h. o invelve all
MEMNA mem
project, e -,'1:1}'.- models, and

= i I'll_' NarKw I1I.F||
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devised to reach college-bound
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racial minatics and interest them
in nursing, Stace, amd diserict

nat |ll"-\i-| I.'ln'lil."fl COETIMIICTESS W
-q,'.\l:.11'||1-.|'ll.,'-q,‘|.

In an effort to Gnget black students
to enter nursing, MSNA members
served as ueors for primary and
secondary school black sudenes,
They helped ohitain and complere
applications for nursing school,
.'|r|r] L:Llindl.‘-:i :-[ud-:.'l'lh [} I!|'||:_l.'
were admitted. They developed
numeroas routes of reaching
minorites through urban keagues,
coalitions, community agencies,

Ll I'I':'\'i |I d i.'hf:l il'.‘h. 'i.'l'l“l:LEL if‘ll.:llll.“-, =l ||:I
H-'.'.a.‘l Spant RIS, |i|:.=|-|:|'i|.1. .:.I||.|
i;l.l i':LII:I\'.\'.' l'.!.:llll:l"‘ﬁ.'ll.:ll .

Memibers of Fumare Murse Clubs
TS |.'I'rI.'III.Ir.1tJ-|.'|.‘I b fescuis o
rl.'h:'rllili:IL‘l_" |:||i||.-:'-r'|l_1.' stk
Lol contributions aid pramis
weere solicited o offset CHpises.
:"Jl.lning;.-.q'.'h-.:-c'-| adnision |.1|||i-: i
TS qm-mniuu{d, and local
commitiees worked with directors
af m Irsi ng schinols, state nurses
associations, and sxte |4_'.1=:un finr
|1|.|r-.i||1t: fcr PRt them r||.1||:_-|n:|..




T The Board E:-u-hq'q'l hzrd
members in Breakthrowgh
oy Pduirs CaALs TIvbereet was o
and resi carce, the board mrgeced
nirace its energies, In 1971,

ough o MNurs
Al monies

1A r||-.'I|'||.'i:|'-
£ l|'|-.'

imvcluidi ng children, and the ﬂ.;L'_r.mL
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-:'.I"I MEIMMmenc 1'--;'.1111:".'&. -J.l'ld &1 Ild'..l'l["\-
in cehver healch prnﬂ-uium o
provide services directly o people

in their homes.

MSMNA achieved nadonal
|1.*t|li5|it'|-:l|:| for its effores. In 1970,
the E:t‘.-'\.l'lllﬂl:"ugh oo [Mursing
Progoct was nominated for the
Arnerican Mures Associarion
Mary Elizabeth :".i:ﬂl.llrn.'.l.' Aoarard,
which r“.'uaut:rli.u.'-l.{ 1.L€:I1i|:ll.'.ll1l:
contributions to advaneing equal
Opgartunities in murking o

i ncritics. The Projeet added six
hew tanget areas that came year.
Several MEMNA representatives
attended illu'rdl-.cip'lilur:.' n1n'|i|'|!_'-..
conferemoes, and -.:.'mp-c:--.i.a. and
also volunteered in Appalachia
and participated in the Job Corps
Summer Fellowship Program. A
cadre of nursing students was
highting in the war on poverty and
prejudice, and fervendy believed
that every numing student had a

responsibility to make the world a
beteer place.

BT has become an I portant
COMMPOIENT of BSMNAS FOVEIMANCE
srructure thar includes the

position of a BTN Dircctor on the
MSNA Board of Directors, The
BT Dircctor chairs the BTH
Commiteee, which is ||.':-.|.11|:||.-.5||1|-.'
for reaching out to stare and school
chaplers to im |.1|-.'I|1|.':||.l the poals

of the Project. The 200910 BTN
Commmittes, chaired by Carylin M.
Huolsey, 2 student at Lee Collepe,
Baytown, TX, utilized the theme:
femeiting Dreams - Provieling the
amannesetninn to veaedy snea edpfits and
erpeperinge sivecess, The commiotes
focused on emcouraEing and
empowering all indinviduals chat
have an ingerest in the nursing feld,
while continuing to pay special
accencion o and look for those dha
are bess represented in the nursing
community-at-large

You are invited o oelebrane BTN
45" Anniversary with us, and 1 hope
the 45* Anniversary theme, “lmiing
Ohveeains: Provdeling the mementum o
retedy mwentr Defiglits el evnposveriig
TR, "I:I'I!'\-].ﬁilL'Ij VOLIE POCTU Cen
effonts this vear, o=




